INTRODUCTION.

progress of this festival, Florizel in the presence of Polix-
enes and Camillo, who have come there disguised, is on
the point of formally betrothing himself to Perdita, when
the King, unmasking, puts, an end to the project. Upon
the King's-, subsequent departure, Florizel and Perdita
determine to elope together. Camillo, desirous on every
account, and more especially as a means of procuring his
own return home, to effect a reconciliation between the
two Kings, suggests to the runaways that they should
proceed to Sicily, Florizel making pretence of a mission
of peace fronh Polixenes. So soon as they shall have
sailed, he promises to himself to betray their intentions to
the King, and go induce him to follow them. Florizel and
Perdita take Camillo's advice, and the fifth act opens upon
their arrival at Leontes' court, where they are received
with every mark of kindness. Polixenes and Camillo
are, however, in quick pursuit and reach Sicily close at
their heels. By means of the clothes and ornaments
which the old shepherd had preserved, Perdita's real
birth is discovered and Leontes' consent is given to her
marriage with FlorizeL But before the wedding takes
place the two Kings, with Perdita, Florizel, Camillo, etc.,
pay a visit to the chapel in which Paulina wishes to show
them the statue of Hermione, executed, as she alleges,
by that cunning sculptor, Julio Eomano. The seeming
statue proves to be Hermione herself, who for sixteen
years has been attended upon by Paulina, and who,
now that the oracle has been fulfilled and Leontes' sin
expiated by his long penitence, restores herself to her
husband's arms amid general reconciliation and rejoicing,
In regard to Perdita, having nothing new to put forward,
I leave the student to Mrs. Jameson's admirable sketch